
Executive Director’s 2016 Spring Report 

   

National Book:  GIC’s green infrastructure planning guide, published in Oct. 
2015, continues to get rave reviews. The GIC held a series of webinars with the 
Security and Sustainability Forum and held a book launch in Richmond in early 
2016.  In April, GIC presented the book at the American Planning Association 
Conference in Phoenix, AZ. The book includes examples from multiple states 
and covers implementation at all scales from urban sites to regions. Chapter 
Seven has instructions for how to build a habitat model to rank important 
landscapes in any state. The book is available from Island Press in both print 
and e-format at http://islandpress.org/book/strategic-green-infrastructure-
planning. 
 
 
University Curricula and Building the Practice: The GIC continued teaching two 
graduate level green infrastructure courses at University of Virginia, one at the site scale - Green Cities; and 
one at the landscape scale - Green Lands.  The Green Cities course is funded by the Univ. of VA, while Green 
Lands is funded by the VA Department of Forestry under a grant from the USDA Forest Service's Urban and 
Community Forests Program. Numerous course graduates who are planners, landscape architects and 
engineers keep in touch with the GIC.  The graduate students produce real plans for our adopted localities.  
This meets the GIC board’s directive to grow the field of practice (in addition to our training program).  
 
Healing Our Landscapes: Healing Our Veterans: The GIC continued work in its demonstration city of 
Richmond, Virginia where we focus on physical fitness and watershed restoration. Following on work to map 
the entire city’s green infrastructure and mapping opportunities to re-green the city; GIC installs 
demonstration projects on vacant and underutilized lands. 

 
Thanks to funding from the Dominion Foundation, the GIC 
continued its work at the 124-acre campus of the McGuire 
Veterans Hospital in Richmond VA where we are building a 
healing landscape. The arboretum GIC established is named 
the “The Phyllis Galanti Memorial Arboretum.” through 
legislation sponsored by Virginia’s two U.S. senators, 
Democrats Mark R. Warner and Timothy M. Kaine, and 
Arizona Republican Sen. John McCain. Both McCain was a 
prisoner of war for more than five years with Paul Galanti, 
widower of Phyllis Galanti. Phyllis advocated for humane 
treatment and release of American POWs, serving as national 
chairwoman of the National League of Families and Friends 
of POWs and MIAs in Southeastern Asia. 

 
Patients who can see or access green space heal 30% faster than those who can't. Many patients and visitors 
are already using the trails! This meets the GIC Board’s goal for linking green infrastructure to healthy 
communities.  Our project is also successful in helping vets re-enter the workforce: a key project goal.  
 
In April 2016, with Dominion’s volunteer veterans volunteer corps, we installed 20 more new trees at the 
arboretum site on the hospital grounds, getting us to well over 60 trees now growing at our GIC-created 
arboretum.  Above, Medical Center Director John Brandecker thanks GIC Director Firehock for the trees and 
for employing and training disabled veterans to care for them. 
 
This is a green jobs and work-force re-entry program and we are happy to report we helped place three 
veterans into full time jobs since our last report. GIC’s field coordinator Theresa Frazier, manages the veterans 



and she is now recruiting new veterans to join the team. In April, Dominion Foundation continued its support 
with a new grant of $10,000. More support is needed to allow GIC to reach full veterans’ staffing potential – 
it’s a lot of work to care for 60 young trees and the new healing gardens installed there! 
 
Tree Canopy Mapping: Over the past six months, the GIC completed tree canopy maps for 7 cities across the 
south. Knowing tree canopy percentage and locations allows localities to use forest canopy to meet their goals 
for addressing urban stormwater, urban heat islands and making cities livable and attractive for both 
businesses and residents. The GIC also assisted 6 states with winning a proposal to link better stormwater 
management with urban tree canopy across the southern U.S. – stay tuned for the exciting details coming in 
our fall report! 

 

 GI Technical Support: The GIC is available to support counties and 
communities to develop their own GI network at any scale. In 2016, the GIC 
continued to work with partners such as statewide nonprofit organizations, 
counties and states, to effectively achieve their goals.  The GIC wrapped up a 
project in Hot Springs Arkansas which was one of the first cities to advocate 
walking for health almost 100 years ago and they are redesigning their city 
with healthy landscapes as a key goal.  At left, community members express 
support and input for the plan.  The GIC is currently working in the town of 
Town of Summerville SC, creating an urban green infrastructure plan and on 
a rural plan for Darlington County. GIC recently assisted both communities 
with stakeholder meetings, data analysis and creating green network maps.   

 

Green Infrastructure Community Planning Grants for Virginia:  The GIC continued its work to assist 11 
Virginia localities with green infrastructure plans thanks to Re-Design Funding from the USDA Forest Service 
and the Virginia Department of Forestry. Localities include the Counties of Albemarle and Grayson, a joint 
project for Essex and Tappahannock, the Cities of Charlottesville, Hampton, Radford and Suffolk, and the 
towns of Buchanan, Woodstock and South Boston.  Each project utilizes different strategies and techniques 
but they all follow the GIC’s 6-step process for creating a successful plan. GIC is helping them map key 
habitats, assess urban tree canopy and land cover, set goals, assess existing natural assets, determine risks, 
develop opportunities and begin implementation of conservation or restoration work.  The project is 
administered by the Virginia Department of Forestry and GIC.  

Living Shorelines Green Infrastructure Planning in Norfolk, VA:  
In October 2015, the GIC began work on a green infrastructure plan 
for the City of Norfolk with funds from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
targeting habitat in coastal environments. The grant utilizes 
Hurricane Sandy Restoration Funds to develop a green infrastructure 
plan for coastal resiliency by mapping green assets citywide, 
assessing risk and developing implementation plans.     
The GIC is mapping green assets citywide and crafting 
implementation plans for the Lafayette Watershed. At right, staff 
examine new wetlands, restored to help absorb storm surge and clean 
urban runoff while also providing habitat.   

The project will develop plans for both near term and long range, 
taking into account the effects of Sea Level Rise. Norfolk is the second 
most threatened landscape in America (after New Orleans).  This 
projects meets GIC goal of expanding work in resiliency planning. To 
see photos of field visits click here Direct link to the webmap 

Want to learn more? You can download project case booklets at http://www.gicinc.org/projects.htm or 
connect with us on Facebook!  If you’d like to support our work, all donations are 100% tax deductible and 
are used to hire more veterans and help communities. Donate today at http://www.gicinc.org/donate.htm 


